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Ch.	1:	US	General	Elections	
National	Polling/Simulations/Role	of	the	US	Media



Primer	on	the	US	Electoral	College	
Voting	System:

Ø The	Electoral	College	elects	the	
president/VP	every	4	years

Ø That	is,	US	citizens	do	not	directly	
elect	the	the	president/VP,	even	
though	we	vote	for	individuals

Ø Instead,	electors	are	apportioned	to	
each	of	50	states	and	DC:	Senators	+	
Representatives	=	538	total	Art.2(1)(2)

Ø In	two	states,	there	is	a	“winner	takes	
all”	system:	Maine	and	Nebraska



Ø High	polarization	and	strong	criticism	
of	“The	Media”

Ø 80%	Americans	“disgusted”	with	the	
process

Ø 60%	“strongly	dislike”	both	
candidates

Ø Experience:	The	Republican	
candidate	has	no	political/public	
service	experience.

Ø Ethics:	The	Democratic	candidate	is	
under	federal	investigation	in	
multiple	capacities

Ø At	least	there’s	a	comedic	windfall	…

The	(Unusual)	2016	Presidential	Election:



Indicators:	 Brexit,	“Build	that	Wall,”	Criticism	of	
Global	Trade,	Rise	of	Donald	Trump,	
Disdain	for	“Cosmopolitan	Political	Elites”?

Ch.	2:	Nationalism	on	the	March;	
Globalism’s	Retrenchment?	



Building	Walls:	A	growing	trend	…

Number	of	 “Separation	Barriers”	initiated	
around	 the	world,	1945-2014	(Ron	
Hassner and	Jason	Wittenberg/The	
Atlantic).

Number	of	walls	and	barriers	built,	1945-
2011	(The	Washington	Post).



Building	Walls:	A	growing	trend	…



Building	Walls:	65	countries	&	counting	…

U.S.-Mexico	border	 fence,	near	Naco,	AZ. Moroccan	border	with	Western	Sahara:	the	“Berm”	is	
surrounded	by	mines	to	stop	Polisario Front	fighters	and	is	
second	in	length	only	to	the	Great	Wall	of	China.

Migrants	try	 to	cross	from	Morocco	 into	the	North	
African	Spanish	Enclave	of	Melilla.

Israeli	West	Bank	Barrier.



Building	Walls:	65	countries	&	counting	…

Rafah	Crossing:	Egypt/Gaza	Strip. Georgia	and	South	Ossetia,	guarded	by	Russian	Forces.

UN Cyprus “buffer zone” in Nicosia: Cyprus is split, with 
ethnic Greeks living in the south and Turks in the north.

Macedonia-Greece,	2015



Building	Walls:	65	countries	&	counting	…

Migrants	in	Hungary,	2015.

Between	North	and	South	Korea.

Between	India	and	Pakistan.

Between	India	and	Bangladesh.



But	Are	Walls	Always	Bad?	

Ukrainian	border	guards	patrol	the	Senkivka border	post.	This	barrier	is	125	
miles	north	of	Kiev	and	seals	Ukraine's	porous	1,200-mile	frontier	with	Russia	
(it	was	announced	 in	March	2014	after	Moscow	seized	the	Crimean	Peninsula	
from	Kiev	and	began	its	support	of	Russian	separatists	in	the	Ukraine).



Turkey	is	just	“months”	
from	finishing	 a	900km	
southern	border	 wall	with	
Syria.

Source:	Middle	East	Eye.

But	Are	Walls	Always	Bad?	



In	1989	the	iconic	Berlin	Wall	(built	1961)	was	torn	down,	 considered	a	moment	
at	the	start	of	globalization.

So,	Is	Globalization	Over?



So,	Is	Globalization	Over?



Ch.	3:	Security	Challenges

Indicators:	Radicalization;	Democratic	
Retreat:	Low-Tech	Terrorism



Patterns	of	Terrorist	Incidents
• 2000:	1,777
• 2010:	4,784
• 2015:	14,806

(UMD-START	
Global	Terrorism	
Database)



Our	World	Today:	
Radicalization	affects	us	all…



Our	World	Today:	
Radicalization	affects	us	all…



Hot	Spots:	By	state/region	…



Hot	Spots:	
Presence	of	
well-organized	
terrorist	groups	
(correspondence	
with	map	of	
Middle	East	and	
North	Africa)



Hot	Spots:	The	spread	of	Islamic	State	…



Foreign	Terrorist	
Fighters:	Flows	
into	the	Levant	
(ICSR-Soufan
2014)



Foreign	Terrorist	
Fighters:	
Unexpected	
contributions	
(European	high-
output	states,	
via	Soufan 2015)



Data-Driven	Global	Indicators:	Phases	of	Terror
1. Traditional	Terrorism:	19th	century	(The	

Anarchists)—state	officials	as	targets
2. Modern	Terrorism:	Cold	War	behavior—

nation	states	and	proxy	wars/armies
3. Postmodern	Terrorism:	Gray	zone	conflict	

and	campaigns—and	the	“new	normal”	…
• Leveraging	global	issues:	Migration	&	

migration	crisis
• Global	insecurity:	Rise	of	religious	

persecution	(across	all	sects),	identity	
regimes,	tribalisms

• Exacerbation	of	existing	governance	
challenges:	Development,	corruption,	
institutions,	inclusivity,	equity,	
climate/water	wars

Haymarket	Riot	(Chicago	1886)

Aftermath	of	the	Brinks	Hotel	
Bombing	(Vietnam	1964)


