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1. Longstanding	support	by	Libyan	regime/Qaddafi	
(1969-2011)	 for	terrorism.

2. Terrorism	mobilized	as	predominant	foreign	
policy.

3. Militarized,	internationalized	regional	 conflicts	in	
Africa	(Chad,	Sudan,	Uganda,	Egypt).

4. Global	hub	 for	public support	for	paramilitary	
groups	espousing	 political	use	of	violence	(IRA,	US	
Black	Power,	militant	Palestinian	splinter	groups,	
guerillas	in	Philippines,	 Ethiopia,	Somalia,	Yemen,	
Chad,	Morocco,	Tunisia,	Thailand,	Panama)

5. Patronage	contributes	 to	post-1970s	upsurge	in	
transnational	terrorism.

6. Contrary	to	others,	where	terrorism	 is	unintended	
byproduct	 of	group	activities,	Qaddafi	
deliberately	promotes	terrorist	violence	via	
financial	and	logistics	support	 to	extremists	in	
order	 to	exert	political	influence.

Findings	(Libya	&	Terrorism)



Patterns	of	Terrorist	Incidents
• 2000:	1,777
• 2010:	4,784
• 2015:	14,806

(UMD-START	
Global	Terrorism	
Database)



Patterns	of	Terrorist	Incidents
• 1970:	635	incidents	(e.g.,	Irish	“Troubles,”	Israel/Palestine,	

“Black	Nationalism,”	etc.)



Patterns	of	Terrorist	Incidents
• 1990:	3,876	incidents	(e.g.,	Tamil	Tigers/Sri	Lanka,	Shining	

Path/South	America,	etc.)		



Patterns	of	Terrorist	Incidents
• Incidents	in	1988	…





Our	world	today:	
Radicalization	affects	us	all…



Hot	Spots:	By	state/region	…



Hot	Spots:	
Presence	of	
well-organized	
terrorist	groups	
(correspondence	
with	map	of	
Middle	East	and	
North	Africa)



Hot	Spots:	The	spread	of	Islamic	State…



Foreign	Terrorist	
Fighters:	Flows	
into	the	Levant	
(ICSR-Soufan
2014)



Foreign	Terrorist	
Fighters:	
Unexpected	
contributions	
(European	high-
output	states,	
via	Soufan 2015)



Data-Driven	Global	Indicators:	Phases	of	Terror
1. Traditional	Terrorism:	19th	century	(The	

Anarchists)—state	officials	as	targets
2. Modern	Terrorism:	Cold	War	behavior—

nation	states	and	proxy	wars/armies
3. Postmodern	Terrorism:	Gray	zone	conflict	

and	campaigns—and	the	“new	normal”	…
• Leveraging	global	issues:	Migration	&	

migration	crisis
• Global	insecurity:	Rise	of	religious	

persecution	(across	all	sects),	identity	
regimes,	tribalisms

• Exacerbation	of	existing	governance	
challenges:	Development,	corruption,	
institutions,	inclusivity,	equity,	
climate/water	wars

Haymarket	Riot	(Chicago	1886)

Aftermath	of	the	Brinks	Hotel	
Bombing	(Vietnam	1964)



The	World	at	Night	2009	(NASA)
Via	ADM	Eric	Olsen	(Ret.),	 former	Commander,	
US	Special	Operations	Command	(SOCOM)


