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CONTENTS:

1. Inquiry: Why study the international legal
dimensions to the movement of peoples
today?

2. Why are people on the move today & how
significant is the problem?

3. Do we know its causes? Solutions?
. What role can law and policy play?
5. Interdisciplinary approach of the course...



Q2. DATA & CONTEXT:

Why are people moving today & how big is the problem?

** Unprecedented 65+M people globally are forcibly displaced from homes—
surpassed the 50M forcibly displaced (2013) during WWII, the era that brought
us the Refugee Convention of 1951.

s* Among these, 22M are refugees—more than 50% under 18: children are
remarkably vulnerable in this new era.

¢ 10M stateless people denied nationality and access to basic rights of
education, healthcare, employment and freedom of movement—globalization
and its challenges are eroding established political categories of belonging.

**Trend lines & totals
¢ History
+¢* Source & Host Nations
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Total numbers by category of
person, 2010-2016
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Q3. CAUSES? IMPLIED SOLUTIONS?

“*Conflict & postconflict transition
“*Persecution, Oppression
“*Economics

“*Climate change?

“*Governance & repression

“*Lack of rule of law









Global security threats and designations



Top 10 EU countries receiving asylum applications, Jan-Sept 2015



EU TERRORIST
ATTACKS

2015-2017

Paris 2015 (130 KIA): 9 ISIS,
most Belgian-French of Arab
descent; 2 Iraqis; exploited
immigration crisis, Syrian
passports, flows, borders
Nice 2016 (86 KIA): ISIS
Tunisian Bouhlel; 5
accomplices, most French-
Tunisian; smuggled money to
family in Tunisia (criminal-
terrorism nexus)

Brussels 2016 airport &
metro: (32 KIA) ISIS 5
attackers, 4 Belgian-
Moroccan, 1 Swedish Syrian,
leader (Abaaoud operated in
Syria)

Manchester attacks 2017:
Salman Abedi, Libyan-Brit,
traveled to Libya, known to
MI5



Multi-Source Data Trends: Religion

e Christians & Muslims, world’s
largest groups, most widely
harassed faiths: 102 and 99

states, respectively.

e Religious persecution &
hostility (discrimination,
violence) on the rise
globally—with some stand out
victims (minorities)

* Anti-Semitism increase: “there
has been a marked increase in
the number of countries
where Jews were harassed,”
to 77, a peak. The problem is
more social than government,
and is evident in 34 of 45
European nations.



Religion = “First Freedom” (i.e. First Amendment) enabling other civil liberties;
hence, religious discrimination is gateway indicator of rising state/social
oppression.



Q4: ROLE OF LAW?

What role can law and policy play? Interdisciplinary
approach of the course...

* PUBLIC INTERNATIONAL LAW: Law between sovereign

nation states in contexts of war, peace, security, and
protection of territories.

* INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION LAW: International law that
governs the movement of people between states.

* INTERNATIONAL REFUGEE & ASYLUM LAW: Law covering
forced migration and displacement



Public International Law

1951 United Nations Convention Relating to the S
of Refugees 1967 Protocol Relating to the Statu
Refugees
International humanitarian law
International human rights law
International criminal law
Other instruments (Torture, Smuggling)
Regional Law

Domestic Law

Soft Law; UNHCR

tatus
5 of

Private International Law

Conflict of laws




Legal Definition of Refugee

Art. | of the Convention as amended by 1967 Protocol:

“A person who owing to a well-founded fear of being persecuted
for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular
social group or political opinion, is outside the country of his
nationality and is unable or; owing to such fear; is unwilling to avail
himself of the protection of that country; or who, not having a
nationality and being outside the country of his former habitual
residence as a result of such events, is unable or; owing to such fear,
is unwilling to return to it.”



Q4: COMPARATIVE LAW? GLOBAL LEGALISM

International rule of law, built global systems of laws and institutions,
effective even in the absence of legitimate institutions of governance.



SOME SUCCESS STORIES...



A NOTE ON DATA vV(ﬂ
(UNHCR) unHcR

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees, also known as the UN Refugee Agency,



