
SPL Director, the Hon. James E. Baker, former  
Chief Judge, US Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces

MISSION
Founded in 2003, the Institute for Security Policy and Law (SPL)  
educates and inspires the next generation of national security thought 
leaders and practitioners, through interdisciplinary research, teaching, 
public service, and policy analysis.

STAFF
DIRECTOR Hon. James E. Baker  
Professor of Law, College of Law 
Professor of Public Administration, Maxwell School 
National security law, emerging technology, and ethics.  
Former Chief Judge, US Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces.

DEPUTY DIRECTOR VADM Robert B. Murrett (Ret.)  
Professor of Practice, Public Administration and International Affairs, 
Maxwell School 
Defense strategy, military intelligence, veterans’ affairs.  
Former Director of the US National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency  
and Director of US Naval Intelligence. 

MANAGING DIRECTOR Keli Perrin 
Emergency management, cybersecurity, critical infrastructure, 
unmanned systems. 

RESEARCH PROJECTS 
• 	 Law and Policy of Artificial Intelligence
•	 Climate Change and National Security
• 	 Syracuse University Intelligence Community Center  
	 for Academic Excellence
• 	 Andrew Berlin Family National Security Research Fund
• 	 NATO Cyber Project
• 	 New Battlefields/Old Laws
• 	 preSAGE: Privacy, Regulation, and Economics  
	 in a Smart, Assured Grid Ecosystem
• 	 Preventing Foreign Terrorist Fighters

KEY PUBLICATIONS
• 	 Baker, The Centaur’s Dilemma: National Security Law for the 	
	 Coming AI  Revolution (Brookings 2020) 
• 	 Banks, et al. National Security Law, 7th Edition (Aspen, 2020)
• 	 Banks, Soldiers on the Home Front: The Domestic Role of the 	
	 American Military (Harvard UP, 2016).
• 	 Banks, Counterterrorism Law, 4rd Edition (Aspen, 2020)
• 	 Journal of National Security Law and Policy (jnslp.com)

ACADEMICS
Certificates of Advanced Study
SPL is a top awarder of certificates of advanced study at Syracuse 
University and the only graduate-level, interdisciplinary law, policy,  
and security studies research institute in the US:
• 	 CAS  in National Security and Counterterrorism Law
• 	 CAS  in Security Studies
• 	 CAS  in Postconflict Reconstruction

Interdisciplinary Courses
• 	 Central Challenges in National Security Law and Policy
• 	 Cybersecurity Law and Policy
• 	 Fundamentals of Postconflict Reconstruction
• 	 Homeland Security Law and Policy
• 	 International Security
• 	 Smart Grid: Security, Privacy, and Economics 

Joint Degree Options
Students have the option of working on their certificates of advanced 
study while taking three-year joint law and graduate degree 
programs, including:
• 	 Law and Public Administration
• 	 Law and International Relations
• 	 Public Administration and International Relations 
• 	 Law and Political Science 
• 	 Law and Forensic Science 
• 	 International Relations and Economics

TOTAL SPL 
GRADUATES  
SINCE 2003 : 761

CAS in  
Postconflict 

Reconstruction 
99

CAS in  
National Security  

and Counterterrorism
273

CAS in  
Security Studies

389

AN EXTENSIVE ALUMNI COMMUNITY
Since 2003, SPL has graduated more than 750 
through its certificate programs, forming an 
extensive and loyal alumni network  
that benefits future SPL alums.
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AFFILIATED INTERDISCIPLINARY SCHOLARS

William C. Banks, Professor 
Emeritus, College of Law 
National security, civil-military 
relations, cybersecurity

Shiu-Kai Chin, Professor,  
College of Engineering and  
Computer Science, Cybersecurity, 
information assurance

Renée de Nevers, Associate 
Professor, Maxwell School  
International security

Colin Elman, Associate Professor, 
Maxwell School, International 
relations, research methods

Miriam F. Elman, Associate 
Professor, Maxwell School 
International security, Security in 
the Middle East

Ryan Griffiths, Associate 
Professor, Maxwell School 
International relations

Lauryn Gouldin, Associate 
Professor, College of Law 
International law

Margaret Hermann, Professor, 
Maxwell School, Foreign policy, 
crisi management

Laurie B. Hobart, Assistant 
Teaching Professor, College of Law 
National security

Azra Hromadzic, Assistant 
Professor, Maxwell School  
International relations, postconflict 
studies

Andrew Kim, Associate Professor, 
College of Law, Immigration law 

Louis Kriesberg, Professor 
Emeritus, Maxwell School   
Peace and conflict studies

Patricia H. Longstaff, Professor, 
Television, Radio, and Film, 
Newhouse School, Public policy 
communications

Daniel McDowell, Associate 
Professor, Maxwell School 
International political economy

Lee McKnight, Associate 
Professor, iSchool, Cybersecurity, 
infrastructure

Tina Nabatchi, Associate 
Professor, Maxwell School 
Public management

Mark P. Nevitt, Associate 
Professor, College of Law 
National security, climate change

Sean O’Keefe, University 
Professor, Maxwell School 
National security, public policy

Steven Pike, Assistant Professor, 
Public Relations, Newhouse School 
Public policy communications

Robert Rubinstein, Professor, 
Maxwell School, Political 
anthropology

William C. Snyder, Teaching 
Professor, College of Law  
Cybersecurity, computer crimes

James B. Steinberg, University 
Professor, Maxwell School  
International affairs

Brian Taylor, Associate Professor, 
Maxwell School, Russia studies, 
international security

Cora True-Frost, Associate 
Professor, College of Law 
International humanitarian law

David Van Slyke, Dean,  
Maxwell School, Public policy

GRADUATE EMPLOYMENT 
SPL graduates have found employment throughout the  
national and international security community, including:

US Government 
Centers for Disease Control, Central Intelligence Agency, National 
Security Agency, Office of the Director of National Intelligence, Office  
of War Crimes Issues, US Agency for International Development

International Governance 
International Criminal Court, International Monetary Fund, International 
Organization for Migration, UN High Commissioner for Refugees, UN 
 Joint Inspection Unit, The World Bank

Military 
Defense Intelligence Agency, Judge Advocate General’s Corps, National 
Geospatial-Intelligence Agency, NATO Cooperative Cyber Security 
Centre of Excellence

NGOs 
American Red Cross, Caritas, Konrad Adenauer Foundation,  
Robert H. Jackson Center, World Vision

Think Tanks 
Atlantic Council, Booz Allen, Brookings Institution, Center  
for Strategic and International Studies, Deloitte, Roland Berger, 
Wittenberg Weiner

INSTITUTIONAL AFFILIATIONS AND COLLABORATIONS
College of Law
•	 Impunity Watch/Journal of Global Rights and Organizations
•	 National Security Student Association
•	 Veterans’ Issues and Support Initiative and Outreach Network  
	 (VISION)

Maxwell School 
•	 Campbell Public Affairs Institute
•	 Middle Eastern Studies Program
•	 Moynihan Institute of Global Affairs
•	 National Security Studies Program
•	 Program for the Advancement of Research on Conflict and  

Collaboration

Syracuse University
•	 College of Engineering and Computer Science
•	 Forensic and National Security Sciences Institute
•	 Institute for Veterans and Military Families
•	 School of Information Studies (iSchool)
•	 S.I. Newhouse School of Public Communications

Other Institutional Partnerships
•	 ABA Standing Committee on Law and National Security
•	 Army War College
•	 Georgetown Center for Security and Emerging Technology
•	 International Institute of Higher Studies in Criminal Sciences
•	 International Institute for Counter-Terrorism
•	 MITVIM, the Israeli Institute for Regional Foreign Policies
•	 NATO Cooperative Cyber Defence Centre of Excellence
•	 National Academic Consortium for Homeland Security
•	 UN Counterterrorism Committee
•	 US Institute of Peace
•	 US Office of the Director of National Intelligence


